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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held At  
 

37 Hadleigh Drive on 5th March 2015 
 

Present 
 
Brian Hunter, Sheila Hunter, Margaret Martin, Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded 
 
Apologies 
 
Allyson Barron, John Ward, Peter Aldous 
 
Brian Hunter agreed to chair as Allyson Barron absent owing to family emergency. 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting   
 
In the Chair’s Report Oulton Community Council should have been referred to as 
Oulton Parish Council.  Otherwise the minutes were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
We have received with grateful thanks the RHS Neighbourhood Award.  The 
wildflower seeds have not yet been ordered.  They can be sown up to the end of 
March.  Margaret will liaise with Allyson.  We need Yellow Rattle and a wildflower mix 
which is suitable for clay soil.  We will find out the cost of plugs as these may be 
better.  The daffodil bulbs (narcissi) have arrived and have been planted at both 
entrances.  
 
Margaret responded to the Waveney District Council Open Spaces Survey.  She was 
not able to get an appointment with Jack Green, the WDC Planning Officer but spoke 
to him on the telephone.  Margaret raised encroachment as a general issue for open 
spaces.  At Jack Green’s request, Margaret responded to the survey by e-mail.  
Points were made regarding the importance of preventing encroachment.  
Clarification was requested about Bonds Meadow paths providing access to the new 
Woods Meadow development.  At John Ward’s request, a point was made about 
vehicles being prohibited from Bonds Meadow and would indeed have to cross 
privately owned land to gain access.  There are many positive points in the draft 
survey.  We are recognised as a County Wildlife Site and green corridor.  We also 
stated our aspirations which include recognition as a national nature reserve.   
 
Brian and Sheila reported that the insurance has been arranged but it may be 
beneficial to “shop around” for next year.  It was suggested we start this around 
September.   
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson was absent from the meeting and has also been away since the last meeting.  
Therefore various matters usually covered in the Chair’s Report are covered in other 
agenda items. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Current funds are £865.37.  This would have been £857.37.  A £9 cheque issued for 
the purchase of the original Rowan tree has not been cashed. The cheque was 
issued to Christina. She will check her records.  There is £1 in petty cash.  (This is 
change from the Rowan tree).  We are also holding £3.87 in extra petty cash (loose 
change).   
 
Brian and Sheila received an e-mail from John Ward regarding the web-site package 
renewal.  John has paid £92.54 which we will need to reimburse.  John collected 
£27.13 at a gig which will be paid in soon.   
 
Project Management Report 
 
This was given by Margaret.  Peter Aldous is away until 28th March.  Peter Gray is 
continuing to work on Tuesdays in his absence.  Current role is upkeep of pathways, 
ensuring they are clear of brambles.  Peter Gray will not be there next Tuesday but 
any extra support on other Tuesdays will be much appreciated.  Margaret has helped 
Peter cut back brambles from the slope behind Ashdale.  Margaret reported that 
snowdrops are flowering and daffodils have started to appear.  The knotweed and 
broken fence needs to be followed up.   
 
Encroachment 
 
Councillor Mike Barnard and Becky Koehler of Waveney District Council had a site 
meeting with Margaret Martin and Peter Aldous on 3rd February.  Peter showed 
Becky the encroachments and reported that she was horrified and took photographs.  
We have not heard anything since.  Suffolk County Councillor Len Jacklin e-mailed 
Margaret to say he had not received a reply from a letter he sent Becky.  Margaret 
informed him we haven’t heard anything either and asked him to continue the 
pressure.  It was agreed that Margaret will send a reminder e-mail to Becky Koehler 
and Mike Barnard.  This is still some way off resolution.  Brian will explore possible 
additional means of support.   
 
Theft of Wood 
 
No-one has yet been apprehended.  The Lowestoft Journal produced an excellent 
article which also appeared in the Eastern Daily Press.  The police said it was useful.  
Audrey Fairclough, a resident of Chestnut Avenue, told Margaret she challenged a 
man who was attempting to take wood.  He left without taking any.  Margaret 
informed the police of this incident.  PCSO Adam Chapman has been up-dating 
Margaret.  The police have taken several statements.  Descriptions of incidents vary 
so it has been difficult to follow-up.  There is probably more than one perpetrator or 
group.  PCSO Chapman has agreed to walk through Bonds Meadow as often as he 
can.  He strongly recommended putting notices up.  He has investigated the 
possibility of “poacher’s cameras” but has been advised that this is not feasible due 
to privacy laws and where would they could be placed in such a large area.  We 
discussed appropriate wording on notices, including putting a good reason that 
people can relate to.  Margaret will draft a notice and e-mail it out for comments and 
amendments.  Brian can get them laminated.   
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Offer of Logs 
 
A lady has kindly offered logs to replace the ones which have been stolen.  John 
Ward appears to have the information.  Unfortunately the logs are probably not 
suitable as they are not from a native hard wood species and so would not be 
attractive to local wildlife.  Also we do not know if they are diseased.  We need to find 
out more from John. 
 
Planting of Rowan Tree 
Margaret collected the rowan tree from Holly Nurseries as soon as it became 
available.  It will be planted at 10.00 on Sunday 22nd March. 
 
Grant Application 
 
There is the possibility of applying for a grant from the Dulverton Trust.  The deadline 
is 20th April.  Margaret will liaise with John and Peter regarding a wish-list.   
Possibilities include seeds, wildflower plugs, tools, refurbishment of notice boards 
and benches.   
 
Date of AGM 
This will be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
Website 
 
At present interactive options on our website are just a phone number and a form.  
There is a link on the Oulton Parish Council website as well.  Brian suggested putting 
on another page asking people to help us.  Robbie, the Oulton Parish Council 
webmaster, could do this for us.  Brian suggested that minutes of our meetings could 
go on.  We will liaise with John Ward. 
 
AOB 
 
Margaret has been trying to follow up the Volunteer Centre.  They are now part of 
Anglia Community Trust, based in the Kirkley Centre.  Margaret will try to visit, time 
permitting, to find out if they are able to help recruit volunteers.   
 
Christina reminded the committee that putting down newspapers is effective in 
preventing Himalayan Balsam taking root.  The cleared area can then be sown with 
meadowsweet and other appropriate wildflowers. 
 
We need to find out who is standing for Waveney District Council in the forthcoming 
election and what they plan to do about encroachment. 
 
Brian will take the RHS Neighbourhood Certificate to the next Oulton Parish Council 
meeting.  We need to decide where to permanently keep it. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 8th April at 37 Hadleigh 
Drive. 


